
Dear WARRIOR Parents & Supporters: 

 

Please find enclosed some ideas, which discuss the positive aspects of our football 

program for your son and the commitment we need from you as parents, partners and 

fans. 

 

The following ideas are taken from an article titled “Seventeen Reasons Why Football Is 

Better Than High School.”  The author of the article is Herb Childress who is an 

ethnographer and has been able to watch hundreds of high school students in a variety of 

circumstances.  The following is only a highlight of the entire article.  It should also be 

noted that any other school activity besides football could be substituted.  Furthermore, as 

always, I am an educator first and a football coach second.  I owe everything I have to my 

education. 

Seventeen Reasons Why Football Is Better Than High School 

1. In football, teenagers are considered important contributors. 

2. In football, teenagers are encouraged to excel. 

3. In football, teenagers are honored. 

4. In football, one player can let the team down.  

5. In football, repetition is honorable. 

6. In football, the unexpected happens all the time. 

7. In football, practices generally run longer than 50 minutes. 

8. In football, the homework is of a different type from what’s done at practice. 

9. In football, emotions and human contact are expected parts of the work. 

10. In football, players get to choose their own roles. 

11. In football, the better players teach the less-skilled players. 

12. In football, there is a lot of individual instruction and encouragement from adults. 

13. In football, the adults who participate are genuinely interested. 

14. In football, volunteers from the community are sought after. 

15. In football, ability isn’t age linked. 

16. Football is more than the sum of its parts. 

17. In football, a public performance is expected. 

 

The following ideas deal with your critical role in our program, and I would like to share 

these thoughts with you. 

 

10 Commitments of WARRIOR Football Supporters 
1. Be positive with your son.  Let him know he is accomplishing something by 

simply being part of the team. 

2. Encourage him to work hard and do his best.  Don’t offer excuses for him if he is 

not playing.  There is usually a reason for it. 

3. Don’t put down his coaches.  The coaches represent the following at various times 

during the season: boss, authority, parent, and teacher.  If you are constantly 

critical of your son’s coaches, how can you expect the youngster to play for them?  

You are teaching him to be a complainer, not a doer. 

4. Encourage your son to follow the team rules. Whether he is a first or third 

stringer, players must follow rules pertaining to curfew, drinking, smoking, 



promptness, and school. Football is a very demanding sport and coaches must 

concern themselves with a player’s off the field activities in order to get the 

maximum physical and mental performance out of the players.  

5. Insist on good grades.  Check the number of hours your son spends on homework. 

It is the duty of the parents to see that their son is working in the classroom. No 

matter how good a player he is, if he doesn’t have good grades he doesn’t get into 

college.  

6. Don’t develop envy toward other players because you may not like their parents, 

etc. Don’t try to live your life vicariously through your son. Football is a kid’s 

game- let them play it. Don’t show any animosity or jealousy to any of your son’s 

teammates because they carry the ball more, score more TDs, or even get a write 

up in the paper. This type of envy rubs off on your son, and it can devastate a 

team. Who cares who scores, etc.; as long as everyone does their jobs to their 

fullest. 

7. Respect the coaches’ decisions as to who plays where and when.  The coaches are 

committed to being just as successful as you are, and they work with the players 

six days a week in many cases. 

8. Insist on your son’s respect for team rules, school rules, game officials, and 

sportsmanship.  Don’t let him make fools out of his family, school, and team by 

some uncalled for gesture or incident.  Self-respect begins with self-control. 

9. Encourage your sons to improve their self-image by believing in themselves.  The 

first part in achieving anything is believing. 

10. Encourage your son to play the game of football for the love of the game – not for 

a scholarship or some other reason.  This alleviates a lot of pressure off the 

youngster.  Insist on unselfishness.  Usually good things happen to the unselfish, 

hard working athlete. 

 

 

I truly believe that if we both do our parts to the best of our ability, we will have a 

successful year and lay the framework for a program rich in tradition and success.  If you 

should ever have any concerns with your son, our program, or any other matter that we 

may be of assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us.  You can COUNT ON US to 

get the job done.  Thank you very much for your time and cooperation. 

 

 

Yours in Football,  

 

 

 

Tom Waranavage 

Head Football Coach 

 

 

 


